
Nature Vancouver Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
May 27, 2021   ONLINE VIA ZOOM 
Meeting Minutes – Final Version 

 
 

 
2019-2020 Board Members 

 Present: Nigel Peck (President), Laura Cottle (Co-Vice President), Joan Lopez (Co-Vice 
President), Adele Liu (Treasurer), Angela Bond (Recording Secretary), Colin Clasen (Director 
at Large), Caroline Penn (Incoming Director at Large), Bev Ramey (Director at Large), Janet 
Snell (Director at Large), and Donna Underhill (Membership Secretary)  

 Regrets: Jude Grass (Outgoing Director at Large), Fred Hornby (Outgoing Director at Large) 
 
 
Nature Vancouver Members 

 Abby Schwarz, Alison Kelly, Ally Truscott, Anne Leathem, Bengül Kurtar, Bill Kinkaid, Brian 
Livsey, Leslie Livsey, Chantal Proulx, Donald Burton, Cynthia Crampton, Dan Overmyer, 
Daphne Squire, David Carmean, Deborah Simpson, Denis Laplante, Diane Fast, Dorothy 
Glover, Doug Cooper, Elise Roberts, Elly Brok, Eva Nagy, Gordon Squire, Hazel Barthel, Helen 
Smith, Ian Clague, Elizabeth Dohan, Ildiko Szabo, Istvan Orosi, James Chen, Jay Matsushiba, 
Jennifer Getsinger, John Chandler, Katharine Steig, Kelly Sekhon, Leona Axbey, Linda 
Mueller, Lynette Grants, Maureen Collier, Mo Iqbal, Naomi Ross, Pat Miller, Paul 
Calderhead, Paul Vasicek, Peter Ballin, Peter Simpson, Peter Ward, Poh Chan, Sandra Booth, 
Sandy Riecken, Sheila Byers, Sonia Voicescu, Spencer Greening, Stephen Partington, Susan 
Fisher, Susan Garber, Susan Hardman, Teresa Gagné,  William Fairbank, Winnie Wang, and 
Wolfgang Hauser. 

 
 
1. Welcome and Call to Order 

a. We’d like to give a big welcome to all our members joining us for the 103rd Nature 
Vancouver Annual General Meeting. This is our first virtual meeting being held online via 
Zoom. Nigel Peck read through agenda. 

b. Thanks so much for everyone’s support. It is so great to see everyone, even if it is virtually 
via Zoom. 

 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 

a. No additions or revisions to the agenda were put forth. 
MOTION: To approve the agenda of the 103rd Nature Vancouver AGM as presented. 

o This motion was moved by Nigel Peck and seconded by Denis Laplante. Motion 
carried. 

o 5 members were opposed; 1 member abstained. 
 
 
3. Approval of Minutes of the 102nd Annual General Meeting held May 28, 2020 (completed by 

Angela Bond) 
a. No additions or revisions to the minutes were put forth. 



b. MOTION: To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held May 28, 2020 as 
presented. 

o This motion was moved by Cynthia Crampton and seconded by Elly Brok. Motion 
carried. 

o None opposed; 8 members abstained.  
 
 
4. President’s Report (presented by Nigel Peck) 

a. Here we are one year later, and we saw another increase in Covid-19 related restrictions. 
The Vancouver Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was cancelled for the first time since its inception 
in 1952. Now that exposure to vaccinations is increasing, we can start to re-evaluate our 
reaction to risk. 

b. I appreciate working with the current board members so much – they come from such 
different backgrounds and perspectives – working so well together to reach consensus.  

c. We received excellent suggestions for upcoming conservation related projects, and I hope to 
work on these soon, as Covid allows.  

d. Our members put in so much hard work, and this really should be noted. Adele Liu keeps us 
on track with finances. Angela Bond with keeping minutes at our meetings – which now has 
an added challenge due to Zoom. Donna Underhill as Membership Secretary and keeping 
our BC Nature database updated. Looking outside our board – Harvey Dueck for keeping our 
technology up to date. The whole Discovery team led by Dan Overmeyer, for producing such 
a wonderful Issue 48 last September. Ron Long for coordinating two photography contests 
in seven months. A big thank you goes to Denis Laplante – his work on the weekly e-News 
keeps us in touch all year – and it continues to become more interesting and more creative 
over time. 

e. The shift to online for our weekly Thursday evening presentations was no small feat for sure. 
We owe a huge gratitude to Denis Laplante and Laura Cottle for hosting these events, and to 
Kelly Sekhon for website support. It is so important for members to keep connected and 
well informed during this challenging time. 

f. Please see 2020 President’s Report for full details. 
 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report (presented by Adele Liu) 

a. Revenue and expenses declined significantly, which was largely due to the cancellation of 
our annual summer camps due to Covid-19. 

b. Core operations include membership, administration, publications, and the delivery of 
evening programs. They do not include summer camps or nature tours. Restricted funds are 
also not included. The change in core operating revenues year-over-year were not 
significant. In 2020, $39,169. In 2019, $43,042. The decline is mostly due to a decrease in 
donations for general operations and decreased membership dues. 

c. Our Core operating expenses declined from approximately $38k to $35k. The main reason is 
less room rental costs (as we moved from in-person events to online). BC Nature dues and 
insurance, as well as publication costs, decreased slightly due to lower membership. 

d. Office costs increased as some printing costs from the previous year were not claimed until 
2020. Some 2019 PayPal bank related costs were also not claimed until 2020. 

e. The largest increase expense item is professional fees – which is increasing to just over $10,000. 
We lost our volunteer bookkeeper and hired a professional one to assist. Our accounting firm 



agreed to decrease our fees because of our long-term relationship, and they also made a $500 
donation to our society. 

f. At the end of 2020, the market value of Nature Vancouver’s endowment fund was $619,451.  
g. A huge thank you goes to Gordon and Daphne Squire, who made a generous donation of 

$50,000 to our education trust fund, which was used to set up the Hugh Hamilton 
Scholarship. Thank you to Stephen Partington – for his efforts in working with Gordon and 
Daphne to get the scholarships in place; and for his own very generous donation to our 
endowment fund. Also, many thanks to David Carmean and his family who started a 
monthly donation to Nature Vancouver – they are the society’s only monthly donor!  

h. We will continue to find ways to make it even easier to donate on our website. 
i. Question – On the first page, it mentions under expense “bank charges and interest”. Why 

does it include interest? Answer – we don’t actually pay interest. This is simply a commonly 
used title.   

j. Please see 2020 Financial Report for full details. 
 

 
6. Receive and approve the financial statements for the year end December 31, 2020 and the Review 

Engagement Report 
a. MOTION: To approve the 2020 year-end financial statements and the Review Engagement 

Report as presented. 
o This motion was moved by Paul Calderhead and seconded by Stephen Partington. 

Motion carried. 
o 1 member opposed; 2 members abstained.  

 
 

7. Review Engagement Authorization 
a. MOTION: To authorize Reid, Hurst, Nagy to conduct the Nature Vancouver financial Review 

Engagement for year-end 2021.  
o This motion was moved by Nigel Peck and seconded by Adele Liu. Motion carries. 
o 1 member opposed; none abstained. 

 
 
8. Proposed Changes to the Bylaws 

a. Details on these proposed changes were posted on the Nature Vancouver website a few 
weeks ago for everyone to review. 

b. Section 4 - Changes to Types of Membership structure. This is to better align with BC Nature. 
For example, the wording of Senior is changed to Long-Standing to clarify. Subscription 
members replace Organization members. 

c. Changes to Sections 19 and 20 (Education Trust Fund and VNHS Endowment Fund) will 
result in more effective managing of finances in order to get better returns on investments.  

o We will be merging the education trust fund into the endowment fund. This is to 
encourage education in environment and related areas as a priority. It will be easier 
to allocate resources to this. 

o There is a dedicated investment policy statement that outlines investment horizon, 
risk tolerance, goals, and how to achieve the. The Finance Committee is looking at 
this. Our bylaw states high level but detailed asset allocation, but the bylaw 
shouldn’t dictate this. Our investment approach should evolve as the market 
changes. This bylaw change will allow for this. 



o Disbursement policy – on an annual basis, up to 75% can be allocated to operating 
expenses. We must be cognisant that some years we may have more expenses / 
projects and other years we may not. We are setting a cap so there are checks and 
balances, but still have the flexibility for resources we need. 

d. MOTION: To approve proposed changes to bylaws as presented. 
o This was moved by Paul Calderhead and seconded by Teresa Gagne. Motion carried. 
o 2 members were opposed; none abstained. 

 
 
9. Election of the Nature Vancouver Board of Directors for 2020-2021 

a. The board can have up to a maximum of twelve Directors. Nominations from the floor are 
not allowed under the Bylaws of Nature Vancouver.   

b. Nine current Board members are standing for re-election: 
o Angela Bond 
o Colin Clasen 
o Laura Cottle 
o Adele Liu 
o Joan Lopez 
o Nigel Peck 
o Bev Ramey 
o Janet Snell 
o Donna Underhill 

c. One new candidate is standing for election: 
o Caroline Penn 

 
MOTION: To accept the nine re-election candidates and one new candidate as the 2021 Nature 
Vancouver Board of Directors. 

o This motion was moved by Teresa Gagne and seconded by Ildiko Szabo. Motion 
carries. 

o 1 member opposed; 1 member abstained. 
 
 
10. Other Business 

a. None at this time. 
b. Question – When will the Nature Vancouver hiking trips be resuming? Answer – We are 

discussing this at our board meetings and there will be an announcement soon. 
 
 
11. Adjournment 

a. MOTION: To adjourn the meeting. 
o This motion was moved by Eva Nagy and seconded by Teresa Gagne. Motion carries. 
o 1 member opposed; 1 member abstained. 

 
 
 
 



Following the AGM, the annual scholarships and Nature Vancouver Awards were virtually presented. 
Please join us in congratulating the following winners: 

$1000  Scholarship 

 Ally Truscott (undergraduate recipient) 
 Sonia Voicescu (graduate recipient) 

 

Hugh Hamilton $5000 Scholarship 

 Jay Matsushiba (undergraduate / M.SC. recipient) 
 Spencer Greening (Ph.D. recipient) 

 

 

Nature Vancouver Awards 

 Garibaldi Awards for Club Service 
o Dan Overmeyer 
o Angela Bond 
o Adele Liu 

 Kay Beamish Award for Nature Education 
o Denis Laplante 
o Laura Cottle 
o Kelly Sekhon 

 Charles & Kay Ney Award for Lifetime Exemplary Service 
o Bev Ramey 

 Frank Sanford Award for Community Service 
o Doug Cooper 

 Davidson Award for Conservation 
o Sheila Byers  

 

 

 


