
Nature Vancouver Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
April 25, 2019   Unitarian Centre 

Meeting Minutes – First Draft 
 

 
2018-2019 Board Members 

• Present: Nigel Peck (President), Bev Ramey (Vice President), Adele Liu (Treasurer), Angela 
Bond (Recording Secretary), Harvey Dueck, Joan Lopez, Jude Grass, Colin Clasen, Janet Snell 

• Regrets:  
 
1. Welcome and Call to Order (19:48) 

a. Nigel read through agenda. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 

a. MOTION: To approve the agenda as presented. 
o Moved by Colin Clasen; seconded by John Morton. Passes unanimously. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes of the 100th Annual General Meeting held April 26, 2018 (completed by 

Daphne Nagorsen) 
a. MOTION: To approve the minutes of the April 26, 2018 Annual General Meeting as 

presented. 
o Moved by Al Grass; seconded by Elena Klein. Passes unanimously. 

 
4. President’s Report (presented by Nigel Peck) 

a. This 100th anniversary year has been a busy and exciting year for Nature Vancouver. 
b. Some of the main events of the year include Nature Vancouver hosting the BC Nature AGM 

in May; a collaborative display exhibit called Wild Things at the Museum of Vancouver; our 
annual summer social at Van Dusen Botanical Gardens; and this year’s annual camp was an 
alpine one to McGillivray Pass. 

c. We had many notable speakers throughout the year, including Bill Merilee in October giving 
a historical talk on Nature Vancouver as we celebrated our 100th anniversary. 

d. We unfortunately had six Directors step down over the year, but we would like to take a 
moment to thank them and recognize their great contributions over the years. 

e. We also unfortunately lost Jeremy McCall this year, who passed away in July. It is imperative 
to note his dedication to Nature Vancouver as he worked diligently to within 2 weeks of his 
death with the help of his wife.  

f. A big thank you goes out to the Directors that stayed on (Bev Ramey, Colin Clasen, Jude 
Grass, Nigel Peck, and Joan Lopez). And we were fortunate to be joined by the following 
new Directors: Adele Liu, Angela Bond, Harvey Dueck, and Janet Snell. We would like to 
especially recognize Adele for sorting out the financial affairs of Nature Vancouver. 

g. Friends wonder why I allocate so much time and dedication to Nature Vancouver. One main 
reason are the noble objectives and goals. I have met so many amazing people and friends. 
There continues to be increased social isolation and loneliness throughout the world. For 
me, NV stands as a direct rebuttal against the digital age. And I value every interaction and 
am constantly delighted at learning new things about people I’ve known for a long time, and 
am inspired by fellow members and board members. To highlight only a few: 

o Jeremy McCall – As I mentioned, he passed away July 4. But he worked right to the 
end; and he was heavily tied to MacGillivray Pass camp last year. 



o Daphne Solecki and Jude Grass. Daphne stepped down from many NV activities, but 
is still certainly a force to be reckoned with. Jude is involved in so many organization 
and endeavours; as evidenced by her intimidating day planner. 

o Bev Ramey – Bev has been my anchor through this past challenging year. Let’s give 
her a round of applause; as the theme for tonight is volunteer appreciation. She 
represents leading a full rich meaningful life. 

h. Lastly, we are looking forward to having three new Directors join us this year – Laura Cottle, 
Fred Hornby, and Donna Underhill. And I would like to thank the committee members and 
other key members that continue to help move the society forward, which includes but is 
not limited to Denis Laplante, Harvey Dueck, Kelly Sekhon, Daphne Nagorsen, and Bill 
Kinkaid. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report (presented by Adele Liu) 

a. The draft financial statements were posted on the website shortly before the AGM. Any 
questions can be directed to Adele anytime. 

b. Reid Hurst Nagy (RHN) has reviewed the draft financial statements. The Board has approved 
them. They are now being presented to membership for approval. 

c. There is a bigger loss in 2018 than the year before. 
d. Membership numbers are down. We are trying to look at ways to improve public 

engagement. 
e. Some big events accounted for higher revenue but also bigger expenses (many relating to 

our 100th year anniversary). 
f. Interest rates are increasing. We expect our investment portfolio to do better this year. 
g. There were less book sales this year for our Birder’s Guide. 
h. We put more content in Discovery and printed in colour thinking it may be our last issue. 
i. Professional fees increased in 2018 to account for professional engagement. 
j. Our membership equity has been decreasing year over year (unrestricted funds), which the 

board will be reviewing this year. 
k. Last year was such a transition year, we didn’t change many of our financial practices. We 

will look more into these practices this year (for investments – endowment fund). We will 
be looking into ethical investing. 

l. Last year we approved at the AGM to combine designated project funds into a special 
projects fund. Two major projects this year were the Wild Things exhibit at the Museum of 
Vancouver (MOV) and the creation and publication of the 100 Year Anniversary history 
book.  

m. All groups / committees are welcome to submit budget proposals when money is required 
for speakers, etc. 

 
Question from members: In terms of the restricted funds, we have quite a bit. What do we intend to do 
with these? 
 
Answer: 

• Many members share this question. The original purpose was to make sure we have a sizable 
cushion to avoid needing to increase membership dues. We need to pay BC Nature dues every 
year, even for life members. And our membership dues are declining due to a drop in paid 
membership. 



•  As part of the Board’s strategical planning, endowment is near the top of the list for discussion 
in terms of how we want to grow. The purpose / use of this endowment fund will play a large 
part in this discussion.  

• We may have one of our Thursday evenings set aside as a membership discussion on 
endowment fund ideas. Or at another time. 

 
6. Receive and approve the financial statements for the year end December 31, 2018 and the Review 

Engagement Report 
a. MOTION: To approve the 2018 year-end financial statements and the Review Engagement 

Report as presented. 
o Moved by Bev Ramey; seconded by Daphne Nagorsen. Passes unanimously. 

 
7. Authorization for accounting firm to conduct the Review Engagement for year end 2019 

a. Last year we got approval to select an accounting firm to do the Review Engagement Report. 
We discussed the potential of looking around for another firm because our firm cost is so 
high. We used the same firm because it was a transitional year. It is a long process to change 
firms. The new firm needs a letter from the current firm to confirm we did not “cook the 
books”. 
MOTION: To allow the Board of Directors to decide which accounting firm to use for our 
2019 Review Engagement. 

o Moved by Bev Ramey; seconded by Eva Nagy. Passes unanimously. 
 
8. Election of the Nature Vancouver Board of Directors for 2019-2020 

a. The board can have up to a maximum of twelve Directors. The Nominations Committee 
Chair Bill Kinkaid will present these nominations. Nominations from the floor are not 
allowed under the Bylaws of Nature Vancouver.  Nine current Board members are standing 
for re-election. 

o Angela Bond 
o Colin Clasen 
o Harvey Dueck 
o Jude Grass 
o Adele Liu 
o Joan Lopez 
o Nigel Peck 
o Bev Ramey 
o Janet Snell 

b. Three new candidates are standing for election: 
o Laura Cottle 
o Fred Hornby 
o Donna Underhill 

 
MOTION: To accept the nine re-election candidates and three new candidates as the 2019 Nature 
Vancouver Board of Directors. 

o Moved by Daphne Nagorsen; seconded by Peg Neilon. Motion passes unanimously. 
 
9. Other Business 

a. None at this time. 
 



 
10. Adjournment 

a. MOTION: To adjourn the meeting. 
o Moved by Bill Kinkaid; seconded by Jude Grass. Passes unanimously. 

 
 

 
 


