
 
British Columbia Wildflowers  is a free app available at www.WildFlowerSearch.org for iPhone and 
Android smartphones. It includes over 3000 species of plants—mostly wildflowers but including many 
common shrubs, trees, aquatic plants, grasses, ferns, lichen, mosses and seaweeds. It has a simple, 
easy to use key and is self-contained (does not require the internet).  The website offers the same 
search and information, and variations of the app for most of North America.  This 2-page introduction 
was written in July 2019 by Denis Laplante, based on version 7.5 for iPhone (June 2019) - I understand 
that the Android version is older. 
 
The app is free, but the authors work on in constantly and I encourage you to donate via the website. 
 
It's not a substitute for a good guide book, but its strong points for me are the large searchable list of 
names (multiple common and scientific names for each plant), and the quick keying by shape, colour, 
petals and size. 
 

When you open the app, the first screen is as shown here. 
"Info" offers instructions, credits, etc.  The 12 authors under "About 
Us" are fascinating. 
 
Tap "Show ..." to get a list which offers a search by name.   Before 
"Show" you can reduce the number of plants listed by selecting  
one or more of: Time & Place, Plant Type, Color, Petal Count, 
Flower Size, Leaf Arrangement ...  Filtering by "Habitat" does not 
work in the version tested.  There is no search by family.   
 
In the "Show" screen you can type in part of scientific or common 
name to further shorten the list.  For example "dand" will get you 
15 dandelions, and "dand sag" will get you Sagebrush Dandelion.  
What you type must begin a word, and hyphens count like letters, 
so "val" will not find "lily-of-the-valley".  The order of the list is 
quirky, based on its opinion of what plants are most likely.   
 
In the "Time and Place" screen you can select "use GPS" to quickly 
restrict the plants shown based on current location, date and 
elevation.  Tap "Reset" to remove those restrictions. 

 

 
Once you select one plant, the app will give you under "Info " its family and various alternate names; 
under "Map" areas where it's been reported; "Description" is usually copied from Wikipedia; and 
"Links" lists web pages with more photos and details (requires Internet). 



The log feature lets you record species, time, location 
and notes.  Collections of log entries can later be 
emailed to the author (or to anyone).  The routine is: 
From the "Show" screen click on "Log" to access the  
"Manage Plant Lists" screen. 
Create a "New Plant List", then click in the line below 
to rename it. (I like to use a 6-digit date YYMMDD 
followed by location).  It should then appear under 
"Your Plant Lists" where you can select it for future 
logging, viewing, or emailing. 
If you want GPS location included in log, go to "Time 
and Place" screen and select "use GPS".  If you don't 
want to filter out plants from other times and places, 
click Reset. 
To log a species, from the "Show" listing, swipe left.  
This is tricky because you might under- or overshoot.  
Stop swiping and lift your finger when "Log This Sp" is 
visible.  The green "log this species" option is 
immediate.  "Log with comment" allows you to enter 
some notes, and to edit the species name.  Tap "save 
and dismiss" when done, otherwise the "Back" 
button will  discard your notes and log nothing. 
ITIS is a very large list of species, sorted by genus.  If 
you tap a species it will immediately get logged. 
When log is successful a musical note sounds.  To 
check whether you recorded a species go to the 
"View" screen below. 
 
You can view, delete or correct entries: from the 
"Manage Plant Lists" screen, click on "View" .  Then 
you can swipe left to delete an entry, or tap to edit it.  
It seems that you can't change the time or GPS 
location here.  I guess to edit those you could email 
them to yourself, save the attached CSV file, and edit 
it. 
In the "View" screen species are sorted by either 
common or scientific name. 
 

 
 

  
 


